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BEAST WARS 
OF ONDERON 


Millennia ago, the discovery of hyperspace 
travel brought the galaxy together, giving 

birth to a democratic union of star systems 
known as the Galactic Republic. From the time 

of its inception, the Republic grew, over 
thousands of years, to encompass vast numbers 


of inhabited worlds 
The survival of the Republic depended on two 


factors: the wise governing of selfless administrators 
and lawmakers...and the preservation of harmony 
and justice by a heroic warrior fraternity—the Jedi 


? Knights. . . ; 

In those glorious ancient days, a great many force- 
sensitive individuals willingly entered arduous training 
under accomplished Jedi Masters, taking up the weapons, 


the knowledge, and the powers of the Jedi Way. 


Join us now as we explore the secret histories recorded in the 
Jedi Holocron—tales of an age when the Jedi Roasts were 


numerous an strong! 


IRKAN Ain A TUNCKA WORLD 
WHERE ACVENTURERS ANP 
PROFITEERS PULL PIAMONCS 
THE SIZE OF IRIPEGLENT 
MELONE FROM THE 
PLANETS COREm 


FAR FROM THE MINING Pe , PEEP (IN 
THE INHOSPITABLE WILPS, A JEC/ 


FOR SEP! 


--ANY 
GREEN WARRIOR 
CAN ANTICIPATE IT> 

Moves! 





BUT THOSE WHO KNEW 
THE YOUNG JEP! BEST 
SAIC HE WAS MERELY 
FPOBSESSEC OF 
BOLUNPLES%S BOLONESS. 





TOTT VONEETA 


SPEAKS WELL, ULIC. Ve 


A JEU NEEVS 
MORE THAN MERE 
BRAVERY, é 


OVER: 
CONFIGENCE 
HAS GEEN THE 
YNCOING OF MANY 
A SEAZONEV? 
WARRIOR. 


FORCE 68 YOUR 
STRENGTH! 


OM 


BROTHER 
LETS His 
COURAGE 
clove Hie 





ay j\ a 
: | ie" A 
y YOU'RE RIGHT.AS 
x VEVAL, MASTER AaRLA-- 
3 





=-IF THAT TRAINING 
CBOIV HAV? BEEN LSING 
GPEAPLY FORLE, 10 BE 
SMOKING RUBBLE 
ABOUT NOW! 








CMON CAN... 
HAVE SOMETHING 
TO EAT! AREN'T 


THE COMBAT- 
TRAINER YOU WRECKED 
S'COTTA BE 
FUE. 


NUTMEAT.. 
MASTER ARLA 
(6 TELLING 


SIT GOWN 
CAY. THE PROIP 
CAN walt. 


BSAYINGn THE REPUBLIC 
CONTINUES To GROW, NEW 
BYSTEMS ARE BEING 
VISCoverer EVERY 

AY. 


GALACTIC 
EXPLORERS RECENTLY 
MAVE CONTACT WITH 
ONPERON, A HALF-CIVILIZEV 
WORL? THAT IS JUST 
VEVELOPING SPACE 

TRAVEL. 


"THE ONVERON SYSTEM CONSISTS 
OF A YELLOW SUN AN? THREE 
WORL7S, ONLY ONE OF WHICH 
PAHO SE LODLE 40 INTELLIGENT 
LIFE. 





eS Tm 
Be THE ENTIBE SYSTEM HAS FOUR MOONS fs 
S IN WILPLY VARYING OFBITS.." 





sas 





"THE CLOSEST MOON, CALLE? FAUNA, 

HAS AN ATMOSPHERE OF ITS OWN. 

GEOPHYSICAL CHAOS PREVAILS ON 
‘ON. 


"THE CREATURES THAT HAVE EVOLVE” 
TO SUBVIVE THEBE ARE A MONSTROLIS 
LOT, SAVAGE IN THE EXTREME. N 





\\ 


\IMOSPHERES OF 
ONPERON ANY PXUN WOLLD BRIEFLY 
TOVEH DURING THE SUMMER 
SEASON OF THE LUNAR YEAR. 


Ws 


'IN THOSE AYS A NUMBER OF 
OXUN SPECIES LEARNEV HOW 
10 ESCAPE THE CONFINES OF § 
THEIR LUNAR HOME. AN? 
MIGRATE? TO THE PLANET 
ONVERON." 


FAY 
ATTENTION TO ULE TELL YOUR 
WHAT I'M SAYING, BROTHER IT'S DISRESPECTFUL 
LAY. THis Ib eee TO FIX YOUR LIGHTSABER 
IMPORTANT. » WHEN A MASTER Ib 
Q TALKING TO You. 
IM Nor 
FIXING IT. TM 
TUNING THE 
BLave! 


"IN THOSE ANCIENT DAYS 
ONZEBON WAS A YOUNG 
WORLG, POPULATE? BY 


PRIMITIVE TRIBES. i "THE PEACEFUL ONCERONIANS | 
. <I WERE UTTERLY UNPREPAREC ff 
aS FOR THE MIGRATION OF THE 
‘ BEASTS OF PXUN/ 


ONPERONIANS je THE 
PERFECT oom EAGILY 





"COR THE SAKE 01 FE SURVIVAL, THE eeu =, = |N 


ONVERONIAN wnioee WERE FORCE! 
VEVEL Or WEAON CR Cothak 


“IN A FEW BRIE! Orlane 
ONVERONIANS LEARNE! 

THE PLE ASLaES oF HONTING. 
peeled ge deo les aller od Ad 


neat TaN? COR oeoRt? 
Z y, 
° 


~-6UT IT 
WAS A CIVILIZATION 
THAT TOOK A 
VBRY PECULIAR 
FORM! 





EONS 
PASSED. TAIBAL 
CULTURE EVOLVE? 
INTO TAVE 
CIVILIZATION. 


THANKS TO 

THE MONSTROVS 
SPELIES FROM THE 
XUN MOON, ONVERON 

CIVILIZATION VEVELOPEV 

IN THE FORM OF ONE 

GREAT WALLEP 

CNV n 


u/ 


"wA CITY THAT GRACUALLY GREW, 
OVER THE CENTURIES, TO BELOME 
A VAST SPRAWLING FORTRESS 
PROTECTING SEVERAL MILLION 
INHABITANTS." 





| “EVENTUALLY THE city 

|| COVEREC AN AREA A 

| THOUSANT MILES SQUARE 
ANT REACHED SEVERAL 
MILES INTO THE 
PLANET'S CALST. 


"EVERYTHING BEHINZ THOSE 
WALLS--INVEEU THE REST 
OF THE PLANET-- WAS A 
SAVAGE OUTLANP WHERE 
PRIMITIVE VIOLENCE 
RULER 











| "CURING THE AGES, IT BECAME 
|] THE ONZERONIAN'S CUSTOM 
10 CAST OVT THE GREAT 
CITY'S LAWBREAKERS INTO 
|| THE WILDERNESS-- 


Sel 


I 


"AT FIRST THE 

UXUN MONSTERS 
PROVIPEP QUICK 
AN? EFFICIENT 
EXECUTION FOR | 
THE ONPERONIAN 
OUTCASTS... 





IT Ab THE PRACTICE CONTINVE? THERE 
WERE UNFORESEEN CONZEQUENCES FOR 
THE WALLED CITY OF ONVERON.” 
iZ 


TO SURVIVE IN THE WILUS, AN? 
EVEN SUBPLE THE BEASTS ANZ 
CONQUER THEM. 


‘A FEW OF THE OUTCASTS MANAGEP TO ESTABLISH 
A THEMSELVES Ab POWERFUL WAELORDS, WITH 
Creat gee OF VICIOUS CREATURES AT THEIR 











IN BEBPING 
WITH OUR PLEDGE 
TO THE REPUBLIC, THE 
JERI MAGTERS ASSIGN 
ONE OF THEIB 
NUMBER TO BELOME 
THE WATCHMAN 
OF BACH NEW 
SYSTEM 


I've ALcerTEe? 
CHARGE OF THE 
ONVERON 
WOBLVS. 

















AREW ARE 
YOU GOING To 
LEAVE Vo, MASTER 
ABLAT WOR WILL 
YOU TAKE US 
WITH YOU? 















tm Nor 
TAKING YOU WITH 
ME, ULIem BECAUSE 
LM STAYING 
HERE. 


You 
ARE GOING TO 
ONPERON! 


HE THREE YOUNG SECIS ARE 
STUNNEC? BY THEIR MASTERS 
PRONOUNCEMENT, SLOWLY (7 
GAWNS ON THE Mw 


ES 


a 
Ws \ 


AT LAGT, AFTER YEARS OF 
TRAINING, THEY ARE TO 
G0 FORTH ON A MIBSION 
OF WETICE! 


Z 


G 


Ail! 





i] 





THE ONVERONIANS HAVE ASKEV 
FOG HELP IN ENVING THEIR CENTURIES-LONG 
STATE OF WAR. 


THEY WILL 
WANT YOV TO FIGHT. 
BLT REMEMBERS, ULIC, 
THE JEU! BRING PEACE. 
UbE YOUR WEAPONS 
AS A LAST 
RESORT. 


WE WILL 
GO Ab YOU ASK, 
MASTER. WE ONLY 
BEQUEST THAT YOU 
4EEP US IN YOUR 
THOVOHTS, 





IN THE POWER OF 
THE FORLE, 1 WILL BE 
WITH YOU, ULIC. BUT THI Ib 
TO BE A TEST OF YOUR 
4NIGHTHOOG., 


YOu AN? 

YOUR COMPANIONS 
MLST MAKE YouR OWN 
WAY THROUGH THE 
DIFFICULTIES You WILL 
ENCOUNTER. 


— 


ONT WAL THAT ULIL GEL-CROMA, 
Wh BROTHER CAN, ANP THE 
TWILEK TOTT CONEETA LEFT 
THEIR ASTER ON ARKANIA-- 


°*ANF JSOURNEVEP IN THEIR 6H THE F 
NEGULON RANGER, ACROSS THE GALAXY 
10 ONPERON, TO $ET UP AEP] 

OUTPOST IN THE MIPST OF THAT 
WAR-TORN WORLP, 

















| FROM HYPERSPALE, THE 

NEGULON RANGER CROSSES THE 

ORBIT OF THE PXUN HOON ANZ 

CIRCLIINAVIGATES THE PLANET 

ONZERON ANP 17S WLP 

FORESTS -- THE ANCIENT 
‘ | WALLEP CITY OF 
IZIZ. 





I've Gor 


A FLIGHT OF GIANT BIRCE 
ON COLLIGION TRAIECTORY, 


TOTT. IM TAKING THE 
JANGER JOWN ANOTHER 
THOUSANZ 

METERE-- 


THIS Ib 
CRAZY! THE 
WHOLE SWAgM I> 
MANELVEBING TO 


I'vé Got a 
VIVAL SIGHTING... 
THEY AREN'T 
BPEL 


THEY KE 
BEAST- 
RWERB! 


a 
PEFLELTORS 
ARE HOLZING--T7M 
GOING 10 KEVEN JE 
FUE! NO--MASTER 
—( ARCA SENT US HERE TO 
MAKE FEALE. 


— 
WE'LL FLY RIGHT \ 
THROVEH THE SWARM WITHOUT 
FIBING A SHOT. 


--RAVIO THE 
CITY? TELL THEM WE'RE 
LOWUNG IN! 





ORTUNATELY /Z1Z 
(8 EXPELTING THE x 
OAY, LLIt-- 
WERE CLEAREP TO 
THE ROYAL SPACE 


as 
‘2 THE NEBULON KANGER STREAKS 
WER THE CREAT CITY'S WALLS, 
POWERFUL CEFENSE BATTERIES 
SMAEY THE ATTACKERE-- 


N 


MOMENTS LATER THE 
RANGER SETTLES SAFELY 
ONTO A COCKING TOWER 
ATOP THE ROYAL CITAVEL. 








ISEMBARKING, THE THRE 
ore mee er cet WO wrote EEE wren Sw ie Ue SEE ie 
{Me UM/ETE IN TH WIZE N "i 
THE ONCERONIAN MINISTER A Se ie AgLA De OF OIE 
KANIA. = 


THIb I> 
MY BROTHER 
I CAYa, ANZ THIS 


iS \o-- 


OR LONG AGES THE ONPERONANS ye 
HAVE LIVET IN ISOLATION FROM 
THE REBT OF THE GALAXY i 


ALTHOUGH THEY ASKE? 70 BE ACMITTEP 
TO THE REFUALIC, THEY HAVE YET 70 


IM S08RY., 
WE HAVE A STILT BAN ON 
ALIEN RACES ENTERING THE 
BOYAL CITAVEL-- 


--THE ROYAL 
PROTECTORS WILL REMOVE THIS 
ONE TO IMMIGBATION FOR 
WWTERROGATION. 


DION'T I SAY ITT / 
WE ABE VEPI/ LET 4 \F YOU ABE TRULY 
Him Go! f NEP I, MORTAL THREATS 
7 ON YOUR PART WILL 
CAUSE SEVERE 
POLITICAL 
PEPERCUSSIOND! 


NOVAB-- 

THE QUEEN 
OBVERS THE THREE 
NEA! TO THE 
THRONE BOOM-- 
AT ONCE! 
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1. 


N? 0 THE YOUNG JEC! KNIGHTS ARE 
ESCORTEP INTO THE PRESENCE OF 


1 N he ; 
AMANDA, QUEEN OF ONPERON, 1 SENSE THE FORCE 
































































































































— y IN THEM. THESE 
THE QUEEN SEEMS FAR OLPER THREE ACE 
THAN HER SEVENTY YEARS. HER weoi-- 
PAUCHTER GALIA, HEME TO THE 
THRONE 13 ONLY EIGHTEEN | Vy. 
; I 
4 4 gy 
jo ANY 
a ies) Ze 
<I y 4 
\ 
d= 
IS & Zoe 
Z > 2 
“OUT WE WERE maeTes anca Ha ~ PLEALE UNVERSTANG i 
EXPELTING A GREAT VEC/ ENTRUSTE? LS WITH THE QUEEN AMANOA--ONCE YOU 5 
MABTER--NOT UNTUTORE? JOB OF BRINGING PEALE EMBRACE THE KEFLALILm 
YOUTHS! 0 THIb SYSTEM. \ 
> ag _ THe POWER 
= % i OF ALL THE e071 Ib 
i READY To SERVE & q 
i You, iy) Ee vA 
Mere “S 
i a 
; y Ais 
a 
\, a A] ee ie 
A veay 


MEE SPEECH, LITTLE BOY.,NOW 
l'0 LIKE YOU TO MEET MY 
Hele GALIA-- 


AS YOU HNOW, WE ABE NS Yee. 
PLAGCLET BY OUTLAWS! MY POOR WHAT /2 IT, 
PALGUTER CAN'T EVEN GO 70 THE 
FOREST ites @ MNCREP 





SOME OF 
THE RIVERS 
HAVE FOUN? A 
WEAKNESS IN THE 
PERIMETER, YOUR 
HIGHNESS, 


BY THE 
TWILEK GOPCESS-- 


(79 THE DAME BUNCH 


THAT SWARMED THE 
RA 


REALLYT 
THEY'VE BREACHEV OUR 
PEFENSEST 


BET --UNLESS WE 
ES HAVE TRAITORS IN 
OVA MIPET! 


VERY WELL, 
HERE'S YOUR LHANLE To 
PROVE THE POWER OF YOUR 
PROMISES, JEZI-- 


WILL You 
HELP US NOW, 10 



































































THERES MORE 
F 'EM PROPPING 





THE BEABT-RIVERS ARE 
ARME? WITH POWERFUL 
QLAbTRIFLES-- 







(6 EABILY 






BUT ULl0'6 LIGHTEABER 
A MATCH FOR 
THE SCREAMING BOLTS 


WIEL PEC BY THE 
ROYAL PROTECTORS, 


Or 
BEFORE THE bAVMOE 
ONELAUEHT-- 


$ A SECONP WAVE OF BEABT-RICERE 
BURET INTO THE THRONE ROOM, THE 
THREE SEC! LEAP 10 THE CEFENSE. 





eS 
a 













ANP HL THAN 
MATCH FOR THE 
MONSTERS OF CXS 















MCE 
PIECE OF WORK, 
vie! 






BETWEEN 
US AN? THE PALACE 
GUABZ WE GOT 'EM 


BOLT THE FRONTAL ATTACK HAS 
AN UNEXPECTED? ELEMENT-- Ps 


--GPECIALLY TRAINED 
ABESAILANTS WITH A 
CAREFULLY CEFINEP 
M/ELION-- 
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THE JEC! ANP THE ROYAL 
PROTECTORS BATTLE THE BLASTER- 
WELPING RIVERS, THE COMMANCOS 
MOVE QUICKLY OUT OF THE 
PIBEFIGHT-- 





























ILL BETA 7 
HUTT'S RANSOM THEY'RE 
AFTER THE QUEEN! 


KIPPINGT YOU 
CAN'T HANZLE 
THESE LYS 
ALONE! 
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yA 


LM WILE TOTT CONEETA ANP CAY QEL- 


OPPONENT? 

OF CORRIPORE, Tee 

WARRIOR COMMANCOS SEEM TO 
KNOW THE SHORTEST ROUTE 
THE ROYAL QUARTERS! 














LY MTS eav..t01e.. He aeast 


COMA ANF TOTT 


PONEETA ARRIVE TOO LATE! 


Jé7I/ You 
Bai? You came 
10 FROTECT 


QWERCONFIPENT, ULIC. I THINK WE 
SHOLLV BEFORT BALK TO MASTER 
ARCA. LET Hi MAKE THE 
DECISION 


WARRIORS TURNED TAIL 


AN? RAN..GLESS We WERE P% 


TOO MUL FOR 


BLIC QEL-7ROMA-- 

\o THIS WY BEWART 

FOR ASKING YOU TO 
HELP OVA BELEAGUERED 


NO! \T& TIME FOR 
Lo 10 PROVE TO WALTER 
ARLA THAT WE ARE WORTHY 
OF BEING CALLE? E71! 
BNIGHTES 


UT HEAVETIEONG ULIE 
WiLL NOT BE 
CISSUAPER HE BEES 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
CEMONSTRATE HS 
COUBAGE-- ANP HE 
TAKES IT 


1 GEMANG, IN THE 
NAME OF THE REPUBLIC, 
THAT YOU GO AFTER THE 
FIONAPPERS ANZ GBING 
HER CALK! 


UWLIe YIELPS AT ONCE 70 
THE OL0 WOMANS 
CEMANPE --BLT CAY ANP 
TOTT SENSE CARK 
FORCES AT WORK HERE-- 


Ubieul GON'T TAUST 
THESE PEOPLE 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THEM-- 


QUEEN 
AMANOAW 
WE Leave AT 
ONCE FOR THE 
WILUS OF 
ONVERON. 


WE WILL Nor 
RETURN UNTIL WE 
HAVE FREE? YOUR 

PALOMHTER! 





‘ ye 
Hi. EAP STRONG ANG OVERCONFICENT:- ARCA Nes 
HAS INPEE? LEEO THOSE WORDS TO Le 

CESLCRIBE WS APPRENTICE. ANZ VET HE 
MAGE ULI. QEL-CROMA HIS CHAREEMIAN. IT 
[8 ULIC% RIGHT TO CHOOSE THE COURSE 
OF ACTION FOR THE ONZERON HIESION. 





QVERRIVING THE CPOUBTS 
OF Hl COMPANIONS, ULIE 
QEL-CROMA TAKES THE 
NEBLLON RANGER TO 
THE SKIES. 
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WHILE THE ONCEROMANS 


| PREPARE THEIR OWN GROUNZ- 


BASED RESLUE MESION, THE 
FAST AN? AGILE JEU! CRUIGER 
TRAVERSES THE OUTLANPS, /To 
SENSORS TRAINE? ON THE 
FLEEING KIPNAPPERS. 


HAS FRESH REAZON 70 
WONGER IF Hl BROTHER 
HA’ BEEN TOO HABTY-- 


Z 


ere), 
Rey LPENLY CAY GEL-CROMA 


BEAST BOYS 
DON'T MEbS AROUNP-- 
Yj 4 SEEKER-TORPEPO 
WET LEFT THE 
GROUNG’ 





LD ur He CEPLECTOR SHELrS 
| ARE 700 LATE 


NEXT: DARK SIDE SECRETS! 





MIERTOR E MAIN ST., MILWAUKIE, C 


—o ac” “st 





Dear Tales Creative Team: 

Having just completed reading the first 
issue of Tales of the Jedi, 1 must say that 
the book is quite an unexpected change for 
the Star Wars universe. People may 
hesitate before reading a Star Wars-related 
story without mention of Luke Skywalker, 
Darth Vader, or any of the familiar 
characters from the well-known trilogy. I 
must admit that at first I avoided reading 
it and wasn’t sure what to expect. 
Nevertheless, the change was a needed 
one. 

It is refreshing to see a story that 
captures the spirit—or “force” —of Star 
Wars while telling the story with totally 
unknown characters. Tom Veitch’s ability 
to hold my attention without a rehash of 
dialogue and events from the trilogy of 
films (which seems to show up in a lot of 

ew” Star Wars adventures) is 
outstanding. His talent has successfully 
brought him through Dark Empire and 1 
think he will also make Tales of the Jedia 
good story, true to the Star Wars name. 

What can be said about the artwork? 
Excellent! Nothing more, or less. 

I think thar for the first time since the 
Star Wars universe was originally set before 
us with the release of the first film in 
1977, an attempt has been made to create 
a brand-new universe with new characters 
and new settings without mention of 
known characters and events. The Force is 
still present, as are the Jedi, for without 
these it would be very difficult to call it 
Star Wars. This way there is still a sense of 
familiarity. Not to say that the heroes and 
villains of the first trilogy have used up 
their welcome, but more that it is good to 
see a parallel Star Wars universe that can 
be welcomed. 

One question regarding Dark Empire: 
Are there any plans for further printings of 
the deluxe hardcover signed edition? I 
missed my chance of getting the book and 
I suspect that people who bought one are 
not going to part with it anytime soon! 


Josh Ling 
Los Angeles, CA 


Sorry, Josh, but that deluxe hardcover 
limited edition of Dark Empire was a one- 
time-only deal. If ya missed it, ya missed it 
forever! Luckily, if you don’t already have 
it, the softcover is still in print. 


The Gang at Dark Horse: 

While at the San Diego Con this year, I 
had the pleasure of meeting Tom Veitch, 
Cam Kennedy, and Chris Gossett, the 


creators behind your Star Wars line of 
comics. I had the honor of receiving a 
B&W preview copy of the first issue of 
Tales of the Jedi, and I have to say that I 
can’t wait to see it all in color! 

Chris Gossett’s pencils are fantastic! 
Wherever you found him, keep him! Chris 
is sure to become a “hot” artist in short 
order, with a truly unique style. So many 
of today’s newcomers seem to be imitating 
someone else’s style of artwork and make 
it their own, but this is not the case with 
Chris. He has the ability to render 
characters/creatures as well as all of the 
ships and hardware with precision, clarity, 
and a personal style that brings the 
characters to life. I look forward to seeing 
how his pencils look after they’ve been 
colored. If this is some of his early work, 
his stuff on Dark Lords of the Sith must be 
truly spectacular! What has Chris done, if 
anything, prior to his stinton TOTP 

Tom Veitch’s writing goes without 
saying. I really enjoyed Dark Empire, but 
this work truly shines. Perhaps it has to do 
with the fact that the characters in TOT] 
are his own creation, and we have no 
preconceived notions of how the 
characters are supposed to act. That is a 
problem with writing pre-existing heroes 
many people have come to know and love: 
readers go into the story knowing in their 
minds and hearts how Luke, Leia, Han, 
and the others behave. Now, with Ulic 
Qel-Droma, we have no preconceptions. 
Tom can do whatever he wants and it will 
be new to us! Absolutely marvelous intro 
to Ulic, Cay, and Tott! I can’t wait for 
more! 

Dave Dorman’s cover is, as usual, 
awesome. It would be great to have a color 
portfolio of all of Dave’s covers from Dark 
Empire and Tales of the Jedi. Is there any 
chance of seeing this at some point? 

Besides Tales of the Jedi and Dark Lords 
of the Sith, what other Star Wars projects 
can we expect from you guys at Dark 
Horse? Keep up the fantastic work, and 
until we learn the origins of the Jedi and 
the Force, make mine Dark Horse! And 
may the Force be with you...always. 


Skip Shayotovich 
Moderator of the 
Star Wars Echo 


Thanks, Skip! For all you non-hackers 
out there, the Star Wars Echo is an E- 
mail panel on Fidonet concerning all 
things that happened a long time ago in a 
galaxy far, far away. I highly recommend 
checking it out if you can! And if anyone 


out there shares Skip’s interest in the 
early works of Chris Gossett, check out 
Black Angel, a character that appeared in 
asmall press comic called Tales of the 
Ninja Warriors, 

As for shedding some light on future 
Star Wars comics, look for a Tales of the 
Jedi special in early summer (which 
foreshadows events in Dark Lords of the 
Sith, which is scheduled for late summer), 
and the sequel to Dark Empire in the fall 
of 94 (by Tom and Cam Kennedy, of 
course). In addition to that, Dark Horse 
is in the process of putting together a 
mega Star Wars series that will knock 
your socks off. I'll have more details next 
month! # 
Dear Dark Horse: 

I have just read a preview copy of Star 
Wars: Tales of the Jedi, and 1 wanted to 
share a few of my impressions. This is 
going to be fantastic! The artwork reflects 
the period, giving the reader a good feel 
for the early days of the Republic. The 
clothes, ships, and equipment have a 
feeling of hi-tech antiquity. The Jedi are 
not drawn as “super-hunks,” nor are they 
very machine looking. One of my favorite 
panels is the last panel on page 12 (the 
three Jedi by the campfire). 

I started reading the story with the 
attitude that the absence of Luke and 
friends would detract from my enjoyment 
of the tale. By the time I was partway 
through, however, it no longer mattered. I 
can’t wait to find out what happens in 
issue two! The only downside is that it 
appears that we are off on another Princess 
rescue again, Couldn’t we get away from 
Jedi saving young royalty? Of course, this 
isa preview, and things can change during 
the rest of the series. Don’t forget there are 
all kinds of Star Wars fans. Could we see 
some true functioning female Jedi just as 
capable of saving the galaxy as men?! 

I can’t wait to see the first issue in 
color. I'm sure Tales of the Jedi will be a 
huge success! 


Jennie Jivan 
Scottsdale, AZ, 


Now, now, Jennie, don’t jump to 
conclusions! You'll be guaranteed a 
surprise by next issue’s turn of events 
concerning Princess Galia, and if female 
Jedi are what you crave, then make sure 
to stick around for issues 3-5 of TOT]. 
Therein we will tell the complete tale of 
Nomi Sunrider (fans of Dark Horse 
Comies may find that name familiar). 


Nomi will be a crucial player in Dark 
Lords of the Sith, so keep an eye on her! 


Dear Mr. Thorsland: 

Thank you very much for the preview 
copy of Star Wars: Tales of the Jedi. 1 was 
away for the summer, working at camp, so 
I'm afraid my comments are somewhat 
late. However, I’d still like to share my 
thoughts. 

Pve read it twice now, and enjoyed it 
far more the second time. The first time 
through, I was gauging it against Dark 
Empire, and it paled horribly by 
comparison. I realize now that it was not a 
fair comparison. As your advertising copy 
is careful to state, this is four thousand 
years before A New Hope takes place. The 
galaxy-spanning civilizations are yet to be, 
as the Republic is only now beginning to 
grow. This is history, and read in that 
light, it is fascinating, 

In a way, it reminds me of the first half 
of A New Hope, as we watch Luke 
Skywalker living on the backworld of 
Tatooine. There’s an innocence to Arkania 
and Onderon, and a wonder in their 
knowing nothing of Death Stars, Nar 
Shaddaa, nor of Dark Lords such as Vader 
and Palpatine. However, especially from 
Tom Veitch’s comments in Dark Horse 
Comics #7, 1 assume that we're going to see 
a glimpse of the beginning of the Dark 
Lords. I’m looking forward to seeing 
where this story takes us! 

‘The art is fantastic! Chris Gossett and 
Mike Barreiro have done some wonderful 
layouts that make the pages a joy to look 
at. The story carries well from panel to 
panel. In a way, I wish that the comic 
book itself could be in black and white; 
looking through the photocopies, in all 
but a few instances the art doesn’t need 
color. 

Those things said, I'd like to move into 
more general comments. First, I hope that 
you will be continuing the story of Nomi 
Sunrider from Dark Horse Comics. 1 want 
to see more of her. 

Also, I hope that the new miniseries 
will have text pages similar to those we've 
seen already. So much work obviously goes 
into planning the main story, leaving so 
much background information left unsaid, 
that they can be fascinating reading. In 
novels, my favorite part is often the 
foreword or afterward. Their insight into 
the author's imagination can be quite 
interesting. 

I’m excited by the fact that 1994 will 
be “chock-full of new Star Wars projects” 
because there are so many things that can 
be done. Tales of the Jedi is obviously the 
first step, and I can’t help wondering what 
the next projects will be. We've been 
promised Droids and a sequel to Dark 
Empire, and beyond that I'd like to suggest 
that we also see some events from between 
the films. I would love to see a series in 
which Al Williamson is allowed to just go 
wild, and there are.plenty of climactic 
events, especially between The Empire 
Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi which 
would make for great miniseries. You have 


the opportunity to establish some great 
retroactive continuity, and I hope you use 
It. 

My thanks again for the preview, and 
I'm looking forward to the series. My only 
regret is that I’ve a far longer wait between 
issues one and two than I'd otherwise 
have. There’s a price to pay for advance 
knowledge! 


Matt Bracher 
Kent, WA 


I agree with you that Chris and Mike’s 
work may not need color, but the idea is 
to have line art that works well on its 
own, then add color to bring the art to 
another level. The talented Ms. Rambo 
(no relation) strove to do just that, and I 
hope you write back with your 
impressions of her work, Matt. Oh, by 
the way, the name’s Dan! 


Dear Mr. Thorsland: 

Hil I'm one of the many Star Wars fans 
that you handed out a preview copy of 
Tales of the Jedi to. 

The first time I looked at it I pretty 
much turned the pages and read a little 
from each one. The next time I read it 
thoroughly and noticed that this new Jedi, 
Ulic Qel-Droma, is very overconfident in 
himself and his powers. I thought about it 
for a while, and knew that this Jedi, at 
some time in his future, would surely turn 
to the Dark Side. After all, a Jedi’s powers 
are from himself, but also from the Force. 
(Or as Yoda might say to this: “Not this 
crude matter.”) 

Then I began to remember my Star 
Wars: Dark Empire comics and the stories 
of Jedi Knights in the back text pages. I 
searched in the back for fallen Jedi and, as 
I thought, I saw the name Qel-Droma 
there and his story of trying to turn the 
Krath from the Dark Side by learning their 
secrets. But “As I have foreseen,” he too 
fell to the Dark Side. 

The story is great, the art wonderful. 
Oh, and I almost forgot to ask: Who is the 
writer and artist on TOTP Ate they the 
same as Dark Empire Please tell me 
everything you can of the greatest science- 
fiction adventure ever: Star Wars 


Monarose Faul 
Encinitas, CA 


Indeed, Ulic’s future will take a dark 
path in Dark Lords of the Sith, but as 
Luke has proven, a Jedi can return from 
the Dark Side, so don’t count Ulic out 
yet! As for the creative team, check this 
issue’s credits, Monarose, and call me 
DANI! 


Dear Dan: 

Imagine my surprise when, after talking 
to you at the San Diego Con, you handed 
me this great advance copy of Tales of the 
Jedi #\. Having enjoyed Dark Empire 
immensely, I was pleased as heck to be 
able to review this new storyline for you. 
My only regret is that the credits page 


wasn’t included, so I can’t give the proper 
people their due. 

This book is hot property! 

The story was everything I hoped it 
might be. It had that taste of galactic 
vastness that we've come to associate with 
the Star Wars mythos, as well as 
introducing new and dynamic characters. 
Four thousand years in the past... Wow! 
Thad no idea the Jedi went back that far. 
Since Arca is an established master, they 
obviously go back even farther. Ulic 
reminds me of Luke Skywalker with his 
youthful bravado. As he figures to be a 
major player in this new series, do me a 
favor: Don’t make him too predictable! 
The look Ulic and the princess exchanged 
on page 18 was very telling. I'd almost 
prefer to see her fall for his brother Cay, or 
even Tott. (Okay, that might be stretching 
it!) Speaking of Tote, what a good move to 
make a Twi'lek (That is his species name, 
isn’t it?) one of the young Jedi knights. 
The only other time I can recall seeing one 
is by the side of Jabba the Hutt, 
whispering advice into Jabba’s ear. This is 
interesting, in that a species isn’t 
necessarily bad based on the actions of 
individuals or the way they look. (They do 
look pretty gnarly, don’t you think?) 

My vote as to the identity of the traitor 
goes to Novar. He’s already set himself up 
asa jerk and it stands to reason that it 
would have to be someone in a high 
position to accomplish the weakening of 
defenses required for the bad guys to gain 
access to the throne room. It'll be 
interesting to see how this plays out. 

Ihave a request. I would like to see 
(Lucas willing) the different aspects of the 
Force explored and used more. That was 
the single thing that made the films so 
wonderfully dynamic, so let’s see more, 
more, more! 

About the art. I liked it a lot overall 
and felt it did a great job of depicting the 
events. I did, however, feel that the 
backgrounds could have been developed 
more. I wanted to see more details of the 
countryside and the walled city. A minor 
complaint, at best—keep up the good 
work! I look eagerly forward to future 
issues. The Star Wars films and books have 
captured the hearts and imaginations of 
millions of people, and it’s wonderful to 
see that you and your company are 
carrying on that tradition. 


Bill Powers 
San Diego, CA 


The energetic Mr. Gossett once spent 
a good fifteen minutes explaining the 
significance of a stone carving that is only 
seen in the background of one panel this 
issue. Rest assured that given the room, 
Chris and Mike will give you plenty of 
Onderonian detail to look at next month, 
Bill! 

Twi'leks gnarly looking? Doesn’t 
everyone have prehensile worm-like 
appendages growing out their heads? 

See you all next month! 

—Dan Thorsland 


